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[.ake Bardawd :

Bardawil lagoon, on the northeérn coast of Sinai and one of such
areas of great potentialities for both natural resources and Wildlife, 13
2 shallow Lypersaline lagoon exiends from 32" 40 to 33° 30 eas-
tern longitodde, and from 317 03° to 31° 14 northern latitude (Fouda,,
1985). The approximate length is 85 km, extends from El Zaramik 1n

the east and Romana Village in the west with a maxamum width of 22
km (Gamil, 1986).

The surface area of the lake is 595 km* with a water depth ranges
from 30 Cm to 3 meters. The lagoon is connected to the Mediterranean
sea with four openings (locally named Bughaz) Two of them, the
western 1 and the Middle eastern, II, are man made Bughazes whilst
the others {Pnghas Abu Salah and Bughaz-El Zaranik) are natural. Sea
water entere mainly through Bughaz 1 while the others arc mainly
outlets {Fouda, 1985). A oonsiderahle number of islands of different
sizes are distributed near the southém shore and east ends of the lake.
These islands are mostly Concentrated in the eastern part of the lake.

The strip of the land boarding the southern cdge of the lagoon 1s
noor i terme. of species richness and diversity (Fouda, 1985).  'The
elevated slopes of sand dunes support. Thylmalaea hirsuta, Artemisia
inonosperme, Reiana raetam, and Moltkea callosa while Juncus subu-
latus, Nitrania tridentata, Lycium arabicum, phragmites australis
and c¢ynodon dactylon are inhabiting depressions between dunes. |

Mudflats, specially in zaranik and when these mudflats become dry

and breake into crustv layers of dry salt mud pI‘OVidf’,‘ a good habitat
for halophytic vegetation such as Halocnemum strobilaceum, Arthro

cnemum glacum and zygophyllum album.

Climate

1 — Temperature .
The daily temperatur€ ranges generally from 13 degree in
winter to 25 degree C i summer (Fouda, 1985).

Monthly average temperatuye’ ) of Bardawil lagoon and the

surroundings.
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Month Site J FI!'M A|My|JylJul| Ag.iSep| O} N I D
Air 14015 16| 192224126 271252421115
Sea 17 {11.5] 17 [19-5122.5/24 525 5| 25 | 25 | 23 | 21 1§83
_ | — - -
Along Shore l6 |16 | 17114 | 25|28 | 28 128 |28 | 26 | 26 | 17
Lagoon 13117 | 2 21y |31 lagiao 29| 24 1417
! | I‘ | *

2 — Rainfall :

Being an arid area, Bardawil recieves scarce amount of Rainfall
with an average of 82 mm in the middle of the lagoon at El-Tulul.

Monthly average Rainfall (mm)

-

| | | | |
Month ] ‘t FM A My ! Julul ‘ Ag Sep% O | N

o —

Average 13l do 9 7' 5 lo o o] o] ol

The Bardawil lagoon 1s Considered highly productive, not only
from the aspect of Wildlife but also from the aspect of fishiries, The
fauna of the Bardawil are recruited principally for groups of organisms
aiready well :epresented in the sea.  Copepods, polvchaets. mollusks
and fishes are abundant.

Fish species are, the Gilthead sea - Bream «S parum auratay (locally
named Dennis), Mullets « Mugil cuphalusy (Locally named Burl); séa -

Bass «Dicenirachus pabrax» Meagre <«Argyrosomus regium,s sole
¢Solea solea» and white grouper «Epinephalus aeneusy .

Avifauna of the Bardawil are highly,
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Numerous :

C'rested grebe

Black necked grebe Grebes

Manx shearwater |

Cory’s shearwater 3 Shearwaters

(ormorant

Shag
White pelican

Grey heron

Purple heron

Squacco heron

Night heron Herons
Great white egret

Little egret

Cattle erret Bittern )

Bittern } :
. : ) Bitterns
Little bittern \

Greater flamingo
S poonbill

Glossy ibis
Gargany
Mallard
Pochard Ducks
Pintail
Wigeon
Teal
Shoveler
Tafted duck
Shelduck




Buzzara

Marsh harrier
Fallid harrier
Moniagues harrier
Honey buzzard
Osprey

Lanner falcon
Peregrine falcon
Kestrel

Corncrake

Spottel crake

Coot

Morhen

Water rail

Quail

(ireater sand plover
Golden plover
Greyplover

Little ringed plorer
Laping

Curleww sand pipei
Dunlin

Red shank

(Green shank

Oyster catcher
Common sand piper

Arctic skua

Lesser blach backed gull
Herring gull

Black headed gull
Slender buled gull
Sabines gull

Little oull

Gull billed tern

Caspian tern

Sandwich tern

(ommon lern

Little tern

HWhite winged black tern

W hiskered tern

1

- Y

Birds of prey

Ralls

Wacders

Gulls & Terns

4

———— g
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Palm dove

Turtle dove \ Doves

Barn owd

Long eared ouf Ouls

L

Cuckoo

Egyptian mghtjar ‘- L
European mghipar , g Nightiars

Kingfisher

Lattle greén bee eater (

, -eqaters
Blue cheecked bee ecater \ Bee-eq

Hoopoe

Stort toed lark :
Crested lark ' Larks
Hoo poe lark

Swallow

Sand maitin (
White wagtail ‘ W agtails
Yellow wagtail |

Desert wheatear ] o

Red backed shrike f 7
1. Grey shrike , Shrikes

- Hed start
Robin
Stonechat
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Lake Brulus : (31" - 30" N - 30° 50 E)

. ]_;:ake Brulus; Is situated along the Mediterranean s€a and occupies
! ¢ Central posttion between the two branches of the Nile, 1t is a
shallow brakish lake, connected with the Mediterranean sey by small

outle? about 50 meters wide near the village El-Burge-the length of the
lake is about 65 km and the width varies between 6-16 km, with an
average of about 11 km. |

T'he depth of the lake ranges between 0.5 and 1.6 meters. The
castérn part of the lake is the shallowest, showing an average depth of
0.8 meters. It occupies an area of 588 km® in 1913, 574 km® in 1956
and 462 km* in 1974.  This decrease is due to continous land reclama.
lion projects along the southern periphery.

The western part of the lake is nearly fresh (0.1-3 g cl 1/1), while
the mean chlarinity mear the outlet to the sea is 6-8 gcl-/ 1. The lake
is separated from the sea by a bar, covered with low sand dunes.

Fishing is the main activity in lake Brulus, the number of fishermen

mr the lake area is Increasing according to the increase of population
around the area. It is estimated that the number of fishermen increas-

ed from about 5000 in 1935 to about 50,000 in 1970 ; Most of the fisher-
men direct their efforts in the winter to hunt the wintéring birds 1 the

lake.

The southern shore is to a large extend dominated by commercial
salt flats and & hallow enclosed basins that are scasonally opened and

closed for the capture and rearing of fish.

Lake Brulus has to be considered as a wintering area of mi€rna-
tional importance for wigeon Anas perelop, Shoveler Anas clypeata,
Yochard Aythya ferina and coot, fulica atra.

Land reclamation, particularly along the southem and south
eastern periphery of the lake, may be considered the main threat, con-

sequently, sharp decrease in the lake area has occured.
Sonrce of data : the significance of Egyptian wetlands for winter-

ing waterbirds.

(Peter L. Menninger. and Win c-Mullie 1981)
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